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Canadians for Peace and Justice in Kashmir 
P.O. Box 18531, Richview Etobicoke, Ontario - M9R 4C8 

February 28, 2021 

Peter Fonesca, Chair, Parliamentary Subcommittee on International Human Rights 
(SDIR) Peter.Fonseca@parl.gc.ca 

Dear Chair Fonesca: 

Subject: SDIR Human Rights Hearing regarding Kashmir 

We write to ask that the newly established SDIR take steps as soon as possible to 
consider the concerning human rights situation for Kashmiris. We would ask 
specifically that SDIR move with urgency to schedule a hearing in this regard. As you 
are aware, the original request was made exactly a year ago, along with Amnesty 
Canada, but with Covid-19 and the end of the Session, the request had not been 
able to move forward. 

Kashmiris have been consistently and systematically denied their rights for years 
and decades and international efforts to address this crisis have been largely 
ineffective. We draw your attention to the July 2019 report from the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), as well as the 
OHCHR report from April 2018. 

On May 18, 2020 the Government of India notified the Jammu and Kashmir Grant of 
Domicile Certificate (Procedure) Rules. Since Jammu and Kashmir is an 
internationally disputed territory, this law, which entails forced transfer of populations 
and settlement is in contravention of international law, prohibited by Article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention and condemned by the United Nations Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. With the introduction of 
the new Domicile policies, the indigenous populations of the region are under threat, 
and one step closer to genocide. 

 The Feb 18, 2021 OHCHR report warns of serious impact of demographic change in 
Jammu and Kashmir stating that 

“The number of successful applicants for domicile certificates that appear to be from 

outside Jammu and Kashmir raises concerns that demographic change on a linguistic, 

religious and ethnic basis is already underway”. 

Amidst a crackdown on dissent and silencing of critics of the Government of India, 
local human rights bodies are unable to function in Jammu and Kashmir. The latest 
February 2021 Indian civil society report on human rights situation in Kashmir paints 
a grim picture. We hope all these reports give you a strong sense of many of the 
most urgent areas of focus for a hearing. Attached are also two detailed background 
information documents that may help answer any questions you have. 

Under lock down since August 5, 2019, thousands of Kashmiris have been 
jailed and tortured, and many hundreds remain in detention. For decades, the 
brutalities and rights violations perpetrated on the people of Kashmir by state forces 
and institutions through the protracted conflict have included the enforcement of 

mailto:Peter.Fonseca@parl.gc.ca
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IN/KashmirUpdateReport_8July2019.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IN/DevelopmentsInKashmirJune2016ToApril2018.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26758&LangID=E
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/human-rights-forum-reports-shows-worrying-trends-in-post-lockdown-kashmir
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/about-4000-people-arrested-in-kashmir-since-august-5-govt-sources-to-afp/article29126566.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/about-4000-people-arrested-in-kashmir-since-august-5-govt-sources-to-afp/article29126566.ece
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/25/young-boys-tortured-kashmir-clampdown-new-figures-show-13000/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/covid-19india-must-end-abuses-free-jailed-kashmiris/1786760
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impunity laws, sexualized violence, torture, enforced disappearances, criminalization 
of local resistance , extrajudicial executions and the burial of civilians in unknown 
and mass graves. The persecution of Kashmiri human rights defenders, civil society 
activists, and journalists continues. The Observatory for the Protection of Human 
Rights Defenders (FIDH & OMCT), Amnesty International, and the Rafto Foundation 
for Human Rights have issued statements requesting urgent intervention. Amnesty 
India has also had to shut its operations as it was being silenced for speaking out on 
rights abuses in India and Kashmir. 

Since the March 30, 2020 passing of the domicile law, the police are issuing threats 
to arrest anyone voicing dissent online. This is happening while Kashmiris are 
quarantined due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Slowing down the internet to 2G had a 
direct impact on health care professionals’ ability to access much needed online 
information during the pandemic. Forty global rights groups demanded restoration of 
full 4G internet in Kashmir. In spite of various international bodies, including Amnesty 
International, scholars and the Indian Supreme Court asking for the restoration of 4G 
services in Kashmir to mitigate COVID-19 risks, the government only restored it in 
February 2021. 

With the recent introduction of new land laws, ending exclusive land rights of the 
indigenous people of Kashmir it is paving way for colonization. Large chunks of land 
are being designated for use by occupying military forces. And, there is a concerted 
effort to render homeless the nomadic indigenous populations of Kashmir and illegal 
land grab by the Indian armed forces is escalating. 

We urge the Parliamentary Subcommittee on Human Rights to take up the issue of 
Kashmir. We would welcome the opportunity to work with Committee members 
towards a hearing to consider this situation, and provide information to allow the 
Canadian government to take leadership toward human rights protection and a 
peaceful resolution for the people of Kashmir. 

We thank you very much for your kind attention. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Fantina, Board Member, Canadians for Peace and Justice in Kashmir 
Karen Rodman, Executive Director, Just Peace Advocates 
Rafiq Ahmed, Board Member, Friends of Kashmir, Canada 
Taha Ghayyur, Executive Director, Justice for All Canada 

Copy to: Erica Pereira, Clerk of the Subcommittee International Human Rights 
(SDIR) sdir@parl.gc.ca 
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Resolving Kashmir: A Guide to resolution and Frequently Asked Questions since the 
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https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/10/kashmir-kunan-poshpora-rapes-161020121136644.html
https://jkccs.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/shopian-rape-and-murder-report.pdf
http://jkccs.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/TORTURE-Indian-State%E2%80%99s-Instrument-of-Control-in-Indian-administered-Jammu-and-Kashmir.pdf
https://apdpkashmir.com/
http://kashmirlife.net/6700-mass-graves-kashmir-navlakha-50664/
http://kashmirlife.net/6700-mass-graves-kashmir-navlakha-50664/
https://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/india/2020/10/d26149/
https://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/india/2020/10/d26149/
https://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/india/2020/10/d26149/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/india-counter-terror-raids-on-civil-society-groups-signal-escalating-crackdown-on-dissent/
https://rafto.no/feed/stop-the-persecution-of-human-rights-defenders-in-india-now
https://rafto.no/feed/stop-the-persecution-of-human-rights-defenders-in-india-now
https://ca.reuters.com/article/idCAKBN26K0RM
https://ca.reuters.com/article/idCAKBN26K0RM
https://theprint.in/india/governance/jk-police-to-trawl-social-media-posts-slamming-domicile-law-act-if-theres-instigation/394466/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/pranavdixit/coronavirus-india-kashmir-internet
https://www.thekashmirmonitor.net/keepiton-41-global-rights-groups-demand-4g-restoration-in-kashmir
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/amnesty-international-asks-govt-to-restore-4g-services-in-kashmir/article31109509.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/amnesty-international-asks-govt-to-restore-4g-services-in-kashmir/article31109509.ece
https://kashmirscholarsnetwork.org/2020/03/20/letter-to-the-director-general-of-the-world-health-organization-requesting-intervention-in-restoring-full-internet-access-in-kashmir-to-mitigate-covid-19-risks/
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/sc-notice-to-j-k-on-plea-to-restore-4g-services-in-region-11586419832949.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/now-outsiders-can-buy-land-in-jammu-and-kashmir/article32952629.ece
https://www.newframe.com/modi-regime-moves-to-dispossess-kashmiris-of-land/
https://www.newframe.com/modi-regime-moves-to-dispossess-kashmiris-of-land/
https://thewire.in/government/jammu-and-kashmir-gujjar-bakarwal-pahalgam
https://kashmirbylines.com/2021/02/15/paramilitary-troopers-to-occupy-grazing-land-in-south-kashmir-allege-locals/
https://kashmirbylines.com/2021/02/15/paramilitary-troopers-to-occupy-grazing-land-in-south-kashmir-allege-locals/
mailto:sdir@parl.gc.ca
https://kashmirscholars.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/a_guide_to_the_resolution_of_the_kashmir_issue_and_frequently_asked_questions_since_the_august_2019_siege_of_kashmir-pdf-final.pdf
https://kashmirscholars.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/a_guide_to_the_resolution_of_the_kashmir_issue_and_frequently_asked_questions_since_the_august_2019_siege_of_kashmir-pdf-final.pdf
https://kashmirscholars.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/kljp-international-law-iajk-an-activists-guide-september-2020.pdf

